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HISTORY OF RELIGION 



SEVERAL PASSAGES IN NEW 
TESTAMENT EXPLAINED 

Errors in Author's Former Se- 
ries Pointed Out 



(By Susan J. Peck.) 
In reading some of the old num- 
bers of the Blue Grass Blade, I 
find that a few errors not made 
by the type-setter occurred in the 
series of articles from my pen, 
entitled, "The History of Relig- 
ion." 

The letters were selections 
made by students and co-laborers 
from a more elaborate work (un- 
der the above title), prepared by 
myself and several friends, and 
used as lessons for our scholars. 

When T copied them for publi- 
cation, I did not notice the mis- 
takes, but will correct them. The 
one is the statement that the gen- 
ealogy recorded in Matt. 1. is that 
of Jesus as well as of Joseph. 

There is nothing in the list of 
names per se to indicate that it is 
not. which accounts for the error 
of the pupils. 

The second is the assertion that 
Jesus, whose genealogy is to be 
found in Luke TTT. was a just man 
But the statement that one Jesus 
was unjust nnd the other just, is 
correct when applied to those two 
men whos» genealogies nre not in- 
cluded in the New Testament, but 
whom the church has made most 
prominent of them nTi. bv men- 
tioning oftenest their resistive 
titles. "Son of God" and "Son of 
Man." 

The "Son of God." or more 
pronerly, "Son of the God." a* 
there were "cods many and lord? 
mnny." was the onlv begotten son 
of James, whom Kin? Herod slew. 
(Acts XTT: 1. 2.1 "Now abont 
this time Herod the king, killed 
James, the brother of John, with 
the sword." nnd after the birth 
of the son. which occurred after 
the marriage of the widowed 
Oueen Marv to her second hus- 
band. Joseph. King Herod sought 
to slay him also. Tn Bev. T, 5. wf 
read that the father was dead be 
fore the birth, but after the he 
getting of his son. 

T have written of the crucifixim, 
of the "Son of Man." (whose title 
was given him in derision by the 
lords, because his father, the car- 
penter, was a commoner), and 
whose condemnation was secured 
under the rule of the son of Ja 
who was then known as the Holy 
Ghost (and who could not ha- 
been a ghose excent he first had 
lived and diedl of his resuscita- 
tion from the sleen induced by the 
taking of opium, his escape in the 
disguise of a priest; and T will 
now give the meaning of several 
passages which have been so often 
used to delude the laity. T can 
give the correct meaning of the 
Bible passages, for T was educated 
for the ministrv ; in fact. T studied 
theology that T mi<*ht loam th« 
truth, and so. be able to impart it 
to others. 

The origin of the eating and 
drinking of the sacrament was th< 
threat made bv the Jew. the "onh 
begotten son", to prisoners of thi 
Inquisition, that when the Gentile 
"Son of Mnn" should he dead, 
that they, his companions and dis- 
ciples, must eat his flesh and drink 
his blood or die of hunger and 
thirst. (St. John. vi. 53). "Ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Mnn and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you." The words (vi: 
541. "He that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my b!ood hath eternal 
life?" should he read as a ques- 
tion, for the "Son of Man" asked 
it in a tone of astonishment when 
the threat was told to him. 

The words, "Take, eat; this is 
my body;" and "Drink, this is 
my blood," in reference to the 
bread and contents of the cup, the 
"Son of Man" said to his once 
fellow-prisoners, when after his 
escape he had returned with an 



army ("the second coming"), and 
had brought relief to the starving 
victims of the Inquisition. The 
words were spoken in contempt 
of his enemy's threat, and also in 
jest, and were answered by laugh, 
ter and applause. 

Before the "Son of Man" left 
the scene of his persecutions to se- 
cure help in quelling the insurrec- 
tion and Inquisition, he bade his 
disciples ""Watch" for his return, 
telling them what signs to look 
for in the heavens, and that they 
would be given in the night and 
during the dark period of the 
moon. 

The story was both poetized 
nnd dramatized, and we have in 
the Testament the words of the 
poet and dramatist. "Immediately 
after the tribulation, shall the sun 
he darkened", (as it always is af- 
ter sunset), "and the moon shall 
not give her light" (as happens 
once during each lunar month) 
"and the stars shall fall from 
heaven" (Matt. xxiv. 29. 30.) The 
falling stars were only the falling 
rockets sent up from the mountain 
slopes, that the watchers might 
under the protection of darkness 
ioin him at different noint* along 
his line of mrtreh. and so increase 
the number of his nrmv that it 
might exceed in size that of his 
enemv. the "Sou of God", and 
that he mieht by that means com 
pel pence without bloodshed. 

The words CMatt. xxiv. 271 
"For as the lightning cometh out 
of the Fast and shineth even unto 
the West, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of Afau b»." were in 
reference to the flashing rockets 
on everv side. 

Other r>a«sasres which the 
nriests have mad to seem myster- 
ious. I can explain as rationally 
and as correctly. 

Matthew, otherwise the "Son of 
Man," wrote and practiced the 
Gospel of Peace, of Goodwill, of 
Conscience, of Honestv of Truth, 
of Human Bights- and his enemy, 
the "Ron of God." wTote and 
practiced the Gospel of War. of 
Oppression, of Knavery, of the 
Kingdom versus the Bepuhlie. 
and in his revelation to John he 
declared his character, in Chapter 
xvi. 15. in the words: "Behold, I 
come as a thief in the night. 
Blessed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth on his garments, lest, he 
walk naked, and they see his 
shame." He would through 
others steal our very garments. 

By transposing many passages, 
the two Gospels have been 
mingled that it has been easy for 
the prics's to attribute them ti 
one person. 

The "Son of Man" had a wif 
••nd three little ehildren at th 
time of his crucifixion : and his 
words addressed to "little ehild- 
ren" were tn his own. 

My readers must by now under- 
stand with me that there were 
kinds of Christs. two kinds 
of Christianity, and two kinds of 
Christians, as there are now. For 
the word. 'Christ" in a language 
now dead, was the origin of the 
word Conscience, and meant the 
same. 

And the words of Heb. vii, 3, 
re in reference to Christ, the 
'onscienee — "Without father, 
without mother, without descent, 
nving neither beginning of days 
nor end of life." And Heb. xiii, 
Jesus Christ" (Justice the 
Conscience"! "the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever," should 
>\v it as it did in the original 
book. 

The advice to worship God (not 
the gods) for "God is a spirit," 

the Spirit of Truth." and must 
be worshipped through the action 
of the Conscience; and "Let your 



light (of Conscience, the divine 
spark) so shine that men may see 
your good works" (of honesty) 
was given by those who sought 



Now the whole sum and sub- 
ianee of the Easter festival, in a 
few words, is this : We find it to 
he of ancient origin. It denotes 



save their fellows from sin. And the change in the Spring from 
this was the original nnd genuine , Winter to Summer. The egg is 
religion, or Christianity, for the uafed as a symbol of life. Some 
teaching of which the "Son of .all colored to represent the dig- 
Man" (like many others) was nify of the receiver or high es- 
condemned by the lords. teem in which they are held by the 

In St. John viii, we read of him giter. So you see, the church has 



as judge of the court, and there 
we see instead of sustaining the 
law of Moses, he applied the law 
of justice, or Conscience, and dis- 
charged the prisoner with the 
words: "Go thou and sin no 
more." 

Minneapolis, Minn. 



EASTER SUNDAY. 
A Pagan Festival Introduced a 
Thousanr Years Before the 
Time of Christ. 

(By Joel M. Berry.) 
Few people we find who ever 
took the time or trouble to inves- 
tigate the subject matter of an 
Faster Sunday. They know it is 
called Easter Sunday, and they 
celebrate it ns a holiday hy feast- 
ing on eggs, and that is about the 
extent of what a large majority 
know about it. But when we tell 
them that it is no other than an 
old pagan festival, instituted thou- 
sands of years before the Christ- 
ian era, then they charge us with 
trying to injure the church and 
its sacred teachings. If exposing 
its saered fallacies is injuring the 
church, then we admit the truth 
of the charge. 

Every festival of the Christian 
Church, apart from All Saints' 
Day. was originally n pagan fes- 
tival. Sunday, the first dav of the 
week, was the festival of the Ro- 
man Sun-god, as the other days of 
the week were festivals of the 
moon and five planets. 

In the fourth century, Constan- 
tine made an effort to enforce rest 
on the first day from all work : bnt 
this interfered with the people's 
hnlidnv. find in the ninth eentnrv 
the edict was repealed. Again in 
the sixteenth century the Puritans 
tried *o restrict the liberty of the 
people on that day, but made a 
failure of it. 

Easter commemorates the ver- 
nal equinox, when the sun crosses 
the equator, nnd the days become 
longer thnn the nights. It is by 
arrangement the first Sunday af- 
ter the full moon, whieh happens 
upon or next nfter "If arch 21st: 
and if the moon is at full on a 
Sunday. Easter Sunday is the 
Sundav after. As the egg was the 
symbol of birth, it hfcame the 
svmbol of Foster and Spring in 
connection with Sun-worship, 
representing the triumphant Sun. 
Eggs were sacred Easter offer- 
ings among the ancient Egyptians. 
Babylonians and Persians, who 
presented each other with color- 
ed eggs; nnd nlso among the Jews, 
who used ef»!»* nt the Passover, 
and the Chinese. 

A form for blessing Easter egcrs 
is found in the ritual of Pope 
Paul V. Great controversies have 
existed in the en-lier churches 
over the eelebration of Easter. Tn 
the latter part of the second cen- 
tury, a dispute existed concerning 
the day on which to eelehrat?. 
The Latin churches claimed it 
should be on Sundav. while the 
Eastern churches had been cele- 
brating it on the 14th dav of the 
"ionth. Nisnn The erntroversy 
lasted nenrlv hnlf n eenturv. 

About A. D. 150. Polvcarp. the 
Bishop of Smvma, visited Borne 
and explained the views of the 
Fastern churches. He was treat- 
ed by Anieetus. who was then 
Bishop, as an equal. No attempt 
was then made to impose a dif- 
ferent day upon the Aniatic 
churches. On the contrarv. Poly- 
carp and others celebrated Easter 
according to their own views in 
the citv of Borne. But in the time 
of Victor, the controversy becom- 
ing more heated, an attempt was 
made to settle it. A council was 
ealled bv Victor of all the church- 
es of Ttaly. At this council it 
was decided that Easter should be 
celebrated on Sunday. 

The eelebration of the Easter 
festival in the light in which it 
originally designed, is grand- 



siihply taken up one of the old 
ancient Pagan legends and ded- 
icated it as one of their own in- 
ventions. Thus yon see how easy 
it is for poor church worshippers 
to be worked up by a sanctimoni- 
ous iet of priests and preachers. 



VOX POPULI 



IS IT THE VOICE OF GOD? 



ISRAELITE'S PILLAR OP FIRE 

An Explanation That Ponces the 
Divine Oha meter of This and 
Other Phenomena. 

The saered fire of Israel, accord- 
ing to F H. Balkwill. in the Nine- 
teenth Oenturv. was a eomposi 
Hon of nanhtha or linuid bitumen 
known to the Persinns and Greeks, 
the method of preparation of 
whieh Moses learned from the 
Ecrvntinn priest*. 

Thus Dr. Balkwill explains the 
nillar of cloud whieh checked the 
Egyptians pursuit of the Israel- 
ites, and the "fire from before the 
Lord" at the first sacrifice bv 
Moses and Aaron after the Exnd 
na, which "consumed upon the 
altar the burnt offering. 

Of the angel or pillar of cloud 
going before Israel, he says: "The 
description would be realized if 
we suppose a large petroleum 
lamp to have been used, the flame 
being surrounded by a circular 
brass plate shield for safety, 
which would prevent the flame 
being seen. In still weather the 
dense smoke would ascend as a 
pillar to some height, and then, 
spreading out, form that cloud 
described later on as resting over 
the tent of the tabernacle, while 
the reflection on the smoke from 
tb* flame below would make it 
appear at night a pillar of light. 

"As we might expect with such 
■i dangerous combustible," adds 
Mr. Balkwill, "some terrible 
events happened, two of which 
we should call accidents. Soon 
after the imitation of the burnt 
offering by Moses and Aaron, Na- 
dab and Abihu. the oldest sons of 
Aaron 'took each of them his cen- 
ser and put fire therein, and laid 
incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the Lord, 
which he had not commanded 
them. And there came forth a fire 
from the Lord and devoured them 
and they died before the Lord.' 



A Brilliant Talk of Five Min- 
utes Before the Liberal Club 



X.. 1.) 



"Probably they had taken some 
of the sacred naphtha and put it 
in their censers, and anointed 
themselves with it as well, in or- 
der to give themselves as they 
thought greater sanctity. They 
had done wrong, no doubt, hut it 
was the sort of wrong of a fool- 
hardy workman in a powder fac- 
tory. 

"The next outbreak is attrib- 
uted to the peonle's murmuring, 
out it reads ns if some receptnele 
eontaininr' the saered nnphthn had 
been aceidentallv upset, and the 
fluid, running along the ground, 
had caught fire in some of the 
nearest outlving tents of the 
eimp 'And the fire of the Lord 
Hunt among them, and devoured 
in the uttermost nart of the 
eamu.' (Num. xi.. 1.1 

MV, Balkwill e-ives similar ex- 
nl nations of the trinmnh of Eli- 
inh over the priests of Baal (when 
naohtha was burned floating on 
the top of the wnterl an 1 of nar- 
ratives in tne Maeenbees. and con- 
eludes "The evidence is cireum- 
stnntiM. cumulative, positive, and 
one would think sumVent to prove 
that the prophets and nriests of 
Tsrnel used a highlv inflammable 
fliu'd. nrobablv n preparation of 
refined netrolenm. to bring down 
fire from the heavens." 

FTNDS A MTS8TNO I.TNTC. 
Indiana Scientist Discovers Pish 
with Dorsal Cord. 

Bloomington, Ind.. January 28. 
— Dr. John Hazman, on an explor- 
ing trip in South America for th 



1y beautiful. Tt contains both . Cnmeeie Institute of Pittsburg, 
wind sense and reason, but when discovered the missing link 
-hnreh comes to take it up in nr] \ mfl ] uf e between the sala- 
mander and the fish, according to 
a dispatch received by Dr. Karl 
Eigemann. head of the Indiana 
University Zoological Department 



and daub it over with a sancti- 
monious brush of sacredness. and 
institute it ns one of their sacred 
festivals, then we begin to kiek. 



(By Channing Severance). 
The subject this evening is pre- 
sented in the form of a conun- 
jdrum: Is the Voice of the People 
the Voice of God? No; the voice 
of the people is not the voice of 
God. The voice of God is that 
of the priest, for only priests 
know what God thinks and what 
he wishes to say, and only priests 
do his talking! 

But what is God anyway? God 
is nothing hut a word of three 
letters, but to these letters the 
priests connects an idea, and that 
idea is this: that outside and apart 
from this material universe, there 
exists a personal power and in- 
telligence which controls all 
things, and without which the un- 
iverse would never have been and 
could not continue to be. Who 
discovered this important factf 
The aforesaid priest, or one of his 
predecessors in the dim and dis- 
tant past. How did he discover 
it? By exercising his imagination 
and drawing on his credulity. 

Is such knowledge very valua- 
ble nnd trustworthy? No. hut it 
passes for the truth when given to 
dull and stupid speeimens of hu- 
manity, who lack the ability or the 
courage to think for themselves. 
Are such people very numerous? 
They are. for they comprise the 
great majority of human beings 
that walk this earth. 

The God believers are noted for 
numbers but not for general in- 
telligence as a rule, or the ability 
to think clearly and rationally. 

Belief in God is mostly due to 
education, and the priest is the 
educator. He plants the idea of 
one in their minds when impres- 
sions sink deep and stick hard, 
and that period is early childhood, 
a time in life that is noted for 
credulity because the reasoning 
faculties are dormant and unde- 
veloped. The God idea is sown on 
fertile soil, so to speak for any- 
thing a child is taught it can be 
made to believe, and that is why 
the world is full of idiotic non- 
sense, stale superstitions, and so 
many fancies that pass for facts. 
Once taught they are never en- 
tirely forgotton. aud the more the 
ehild is fed on such trash, the 
harder it is to develop clea • and 
rational thinking afterwards. 

God. or what the priest has dc- 
elared God to be. has done more 
to dwarf the human mind nnd 
keep it in a low state of nnfold- 
ment than any other thing or 
cause that has wielded an influ- 

To believe in his God is to an- 
chor the mind to a phantom, and 
to nrevent it from nnturnl ten- 
dencies which it would follow if 
left free to act. for this belief 
keeps it oeeupie \ with frivo'nus 
and fanciful things, as no concep- 
tion of God has anv connection 
with known and demonstrated 
faets. 

The God of priestcraft is as sep- 
arate and distinct from Nature 
nnd natural phenomena ns theolo- 
gy is from real science, for matter 
is not good enough for the priest 
to make his God out of. so he uses 
a substance termed "immaterial," 
which, when analyzed bv reason, 
is found to be only another name 
for nothing. 

Pantheism is condemned and 
denounced by every priest that 
speaks for God. for he won't have 
it that God is part and parcel of 
the material universe, for such a 
one would be so ordinary and 
common place the mysteries of 
theology by which they bnmboor.h 
their mental slaves could not he 
worked. Natural laws arenot 
complicated enough for priest- 
craft to do business with, so tho 
deeper these foes of reas 



common sense can plunge into 
fanciful theories and mental clap- 
trap, the more certain their power 
minds and subject to their influ- 
ence through fear and ignorance. 

It is their self-assumed mission 
in life to speak for God, and they 
neglect no opportunity to do so; 
and when they refer to what God 
has done in human affairs through 
the power of the Bible and the 
church, we know they are calling 
attention to their cwn work. 
With craft and cunning the catch 
phrase was long ago put forth, 
"the voice of the people is the 
voice of God." to flatter the com- 
mon herd of humanity with the 
idea they really control society 
and are something besides mer<: 
numerals. But facts show other- 
wise, for the few lead while the 
many follow in every deparlment 
of life, and the people as a whole 
are blind followers of priests and 
politicians, who work together in 
harmony for a common purpose — 
power and plunder. 

To say the voice of the people 
is the voice of God in public af- 
fairs, is to talk twaddle and jolly 
the stupid, to divert their atten- 
tion from the forces that really 
rule and enslave them mentally 
and physically. 

The only time the people evar 
really do things is when priest- 
craft and kincraft. have forced 
them into an uprising like the 
French Bevolution or me of the 
various kinds that have ooenred 
periodically in history. But at 
such times very little is beard or 
said abont the old gag, "the 
voice of the people is the voice of 
God." but we do hear his real 
voice through the priest protest- 
ing against their disturbing law 
nnd order: so I repeat, the voice 
of the people is not the voice of 
God. for his voice is never heard 
only through the priest himself, 
who uses it to make the people 
comply with his wishes and he 
obedient to him. 



THE DELUGE. 

All is miracle in the history of 
the deluge — a miracle that davs 
of rain should have inundated the 
four quarters of the globe, and 
have raised the waterfall to the 
heights of fifteen cubits above the 
top of the loftiest, mountains: a 
miracle that there should have 
been cntarncts. flood gates, nnd 
openings in heaven, a miracle, that 
all sorts of animals should have 
been collected in the ark from all 
parts of the world : a miracle that 
Noah found the means of feeding 
them for a period of ten months; 
a miracle that 11 the animals with 
all their provisions could have 
been included and retained in the 
ark; a miracle that the greater 
part of them did not die: a mira- 
cle that after quitting the ark. 
thev found food enough to main- 
tain them: and a further miracle, 
but a different kind, that a person 
thought himself capable of ex- 
plaining how all the animals could 
be contained and fed in Noah's 
ark naturally that is. without a 
miracle. 

But the history of the deluge 
being that of the most miraculous 
if which the world ever 
heard, it must be the height of 
oily and madness to attempt an 
xplanation of it: it is one of the 
nvsteries whieh nre believed by 
faith : and faith consists in believ- 
ing that which reason does not 
believe — which is only another 
miracle.— Voltaire. 

A little girl was trying to count the 
trees from the window of a train. 
She exclaimed in wonder, "How fast 
they run; and they've only one leg!* 
—Woman's Journal. 
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THE PRESENT LIFE. 

The present life is the only one 
we lire interested in. Make a hea- 
ven of this life. Then in ease we 
find ■ liio in the future, we will 
be prepared for thai iko, 

Mr. Perey Ward in Truth ' 



I d;iv than JaaM did in n lifetime. 
And W Had today that while] 
leaaaj is fiisl paaataf into a state of j 
oblivion. Paine is just enicrijini! ! 

I into ii state of BMgaifeejMe. Hon- 1 

ninents are bttag ereeted in honor 
of his memory, and from the At 
1 Btltlc to the PneihV his name is 

beina aeankM aa the \uthor-Hero 



Passing of an Octogenarian 
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Life for January, aajra. 

very I 



has made the discove 

thai there is no future Ufa; in 

othe 
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.eds. that death 
Mr. Ward 



nds all. 



makes a statement th; 
other livinp person can prove. He 

Irani s no tfjore about i ratnre Ufa 

than 1 do, and 1 know so ranch 

l.'ss than nothing thai it is a waste 

Of time to talk ahout it. All that 
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One Inch, single column, 1 lnsertloi 
60 cents: one month, or lour lnsertloni 
J1.00; six months J6.00; one year, $8.00. 

Quarter column. 1 Insertion. $2.09; or 
month, $4.00; six months. $20 00; on 
year. $30.00. 
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been paid up In advance. The addresa 
■Up on t .e paper will show subscribers 
the date of expiration o' subscription. 
Back numbers or numbeis omitted will 
be »ent. if asked for upon renewi 
case of discontinuance. 

SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER change his 
or her address, advise this office, giving 
both old and new .duress, aa desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade 
la at 128-128 North Limestone Street 
Lexington. Kentucky, to which all Free- 
thinkers will be given a hearty wel- 



EDITO RIALS. 

.Strange, is it not, that God 
should put a mark on Cain lest 
any might kill liim, when, after 
killing his lirother, he was tin 
only born man in the world? 



ur pe- 



rel-md t< 
the tjo-iiiels under th-» name 
Zaeharias. One of them was 

Of John the Baptist. Three 
n were slain in or near the 
. and one has no account of 



of thai 



his death. 



Why does not Matthew say, 
was chosen?" Instead thereof, he 
says, "And as Jesus passed forth 
from thenee he saw a man named 
.Matthew." We wonder if he 
meant himself, or some other per- 
son! 



"And the Lord said: 'I will 
down now and see whether 
ey have done altogether accord- 

f of it, which is, come it 



iHhfolly 



on thai 



that they "don't know." 

People are just beginning t > 

learn how 1<> enjoy this life: they 
Hii, to think and reason for 

themselves, and the momei 

do that they besrin to reali? 
■tves they have been to a 
it ions priesthood and commence 
reformation at mice. Lih«rty is 

what the people need in order to 

njoy this life. Thomas Paine to! l 
them that over a hundred years 
ago. bnl they were so firmly fixed 
a a .lesus at that time that they 
(mid tee nothing hut him. Tint 
notice today how swiftly the tide 
turning: people are just becrin- 
ning to realize who their friend 
ml who has been telling them 
truth. They find that -les 
with his believe or be damned 
...nishinp out of sight, and the 
world is my country and to do 
pod is my religion, is fast takiner 
m place. 

We have prophecied for I Ions 
imc that a new savior would 
be needed in this country and 

sui nongfe he comes up in the 

person of Thomas Paine. From 
this on be will he at the head of 
Jl religions affairs, in the esti- 
mate of all liberal honest thinking 
people, and will grow in favor 
with the masses every day. The 
iew eavior lays no claim to divin 
ty or miraculous birth, dnn 't 
laini to have rose from the dead 
no raised any other dead person 
to life. TTe writes out his 
creneoloiry and don't leave it for 
other writers to quarrel over. 

TTere is just where Jesus makes 
the srrcnt mistake of his life, 
elaimincr to be the all in all. vet 
altogether amonntincr to nothintr 
Wp arc both pleased and proud 
of our new prince of peace. TTe 
needs no myth or miracle to intro- 
duce himself to the people. TTe 
has alreadv done that in his own 
hand writing, and the people are 
inst beginning to rend them, and 
the more thev Tend the better thi 
like them. So in «f the r>r< 
ent state of affairs — k. Ts 
not hk'h time for the people 
this country- to waken up. and 
either sav or do something that 
will give safiefa.-tion. Two thous 
and rears is a long time to wni 
and then be disappointed. Th< 
truth is this, the people are hist 
berrinning to find on* that thev 
t<ave been fooled. And thnnsnn h 
though ns well convinced as T am 
of the fraudulent tc*"hin< 
have no+ the courage or 
eome to the front and $»* s 
are afraid of losing their food 
standing in ehoreh soeietv. while 
others stc afraid of the niep li*t 
Christian 0|>Hbeta that would be 
forthcoming. The minister, 
would fear the loss of bis sill 
so be thinV« that n bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush 
therefore he stieVs «n the boat thnr 
has the more bread and b 



Ington, Kentucky 
shape it had tinder Ibe editorship! 

of its bander, the late c. C. 

Moore, whom we met at Chicago 
in 18!lfi. For nearlv a vear the 
Blade has been edited hv Mr. 

orth. and smaller in 
shape, but with more papes; hut 
that Preethonght advocate is go- 
ing to set up a paper of his own 
as the ortran of a new Nationalist 
he has stalled. Mr. .lames 

K Hnghea, the proprietor of the I 
Rladr. published it in C. C. 
Moore's time, .and is undoubtedly | 
devoted to the paper. TTe says lie 
will keep it going as long as he 
can. and we believe him: but the 
statement that "our vcrv exist- 
pendi 



unto me, and if not I will know. 
(See Genesis, 18:20. We ask 
how could an omnipotent being 
be absent in one locality and pres- 
ent in another at the same time? 
How could an All-wise being find 
out something that he did not 
already know Then, in case the 
Lord did come down, as he says, 
who did he leave to count the 
sparrows as they fell, and to 
answer the prayers as they come 
up in his absence. Answer quick ! 



The new Km just eoaring in is 
what claims our attention, 
arc glad we have lived to see it. 
A new savior and a new set of 
creeds without any promise of fu 

tore pnaiabaMnl is arhat suits us 

We have often heard the remark 
that Thomas Paint had lived 

hundred yeaw in advance of his 
time. We cannot admit it for a 
moment. That he lived a hun- 
dred yean in advance of t be poo- 



pie of 1 



vill 



i. lily 



There is too much truth wait- 
ing to be told— too many interest- 
ing topics to talk about and inves- 
tigate, and too much good that 
might be done, for any live, wide- 
awake and interested, well-mean- 
ing person to either sit or stand 
still and say or do nothing. Too 
much help wanted and too much 
room unoccupied that might be 
used to better advantage, for any 
thoughtful, liberal-minded person 
to waste his or her time to no 
purpose. The world with the 
people in it are advancing rapid- 
ly. Old things are passing away. 
New ones are in view. The time 



But he li\( 
time exactly to prove to the world 
his great worth and wisdom, lie 
was the first man who ever wrote 
the words "United States of 
America. " and it is generally con- 



ed I 



lollil 



his untiring efforts and 
during the greal struggle for lib- 
erty, ten to one then would have 
been no United ^tat.s of America 

today. He lived at the right time 



tins 



III. lie 



ruin and h< 
timate of all honest liberal minded 

people as the benefactor of 
kind, lie did more real service 
for the good of humanity in one 



I the I.ondo 



tnkes rare of humanity, but when 
we know that God in invincible in 
faith, hut invisible in fact, we do not 
take much stock in God. 

I am glad that there is no Ood. I 
de B*1 >vant nny. T renounce any part 
thai niay accrue to me in Ood. and. 
if Mr. Eagle desires a double portion 



hacked \ 



id Ood cannot rank" that matter 
plain to me. of what use arc cither 
itli -if llicni ia argument T Has 
Engle seen a soul apart from a 
T Has he conversed with a dis- 
embodied spirit t 

If there were a universal longing 
(1 r aehfaaj out for Ood, would not 
have that desire the same as Mr. 
Engle hast Tf Mr. Engle is one of 
elect and I one of the damned. 



hrr* 



of 



■ontribntoi 



"We would he glad to pay for ar- 
ticles if we could." he says, "hut 
remember how much greater is 
our work, and we do not get any- 
thing out of it either." Mr. 

•hes states, nevertheless, that 
be paid Mr. CharlesAvorth twen- 
ty-four dollars per week as 
editor, but he could do so no 
rer. and Mr. Oharlesworth 
went out. How he is going to 
ake another paper sneeeeed bet- 
T we fail to understand, but wc 
wish him success. Our readers 
will sec the hearing of this para- 
graph on Mr. Foote's recent 
Words to Freethinkers." 
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Judge Rules— Old Woman Jailed 
for Wrapping Wares in Re 



Vienna, January 29. — A singu- 
lar case of judicial zeal in defend- 
ing the sanctity of religions pub- 
lications is attracting considera- 
ble attention. Last April n woman 
who owns a small grocery shop at 
Cracow bought a number of o'd 
newspapers to wrap her wares in 
Among the papers were some out- 
er sheets nf the Jesuit organ 'Th" 
Messenger of the Heart of Jesus.' 1 
on which various religious illus- 
trations were printed. A munici- 
pal authority who is a member of 
nn ecclesiastical committee pres- 

''• visited the shop and war 
the woman no longer to pack her 
poods in such paper. She accept- 
ed the warning and gave him all 
the sheets of "The Messenger" 
that she ennld find. A few days 
later the municipal authority re- 
turned with a policeman, rum- 
maged in the shop, and found 
some sugar packed in the outer 
sheet of "The Messenger." The 
woman was thereupon prosecuted 
for "ridiculing an institution o" 
the Catholic church." an despit 
her defense that the incriminatim 
package had been made before sh 
had received the warning, she wa 
condemned to seven days' imprif 
onment and one day's fasting. 

An appeal was made against 
this sentence tn the Polish seetion 
of the Vienna Supreme Court of 
Cassation on the around that th< 
aleged offense had not been com 
mitted cither objectively or snbjec- 



ely, 



I the 



■el i gin 



figures printed on the outer sheet 
of the Jesuit organ are not 
crated, and that the woman her- 
self had not used the paper with 
■aerilegiona intent. The Supreme 
Court has. nevertheless, confirmed 
tie- ( raeow sentence iii nil partic- 
ulars. 



THE IRREPARABLE EVILS OF 
CHRISTIAN PREJUDICE. 



(By Henry P. Floyd.) 
t would take a large volume to ex- 
ist the list of evils for which Prej- 
ai is directly or indirect 1\ r s|»m]- 
e. Prejudice perverts the intel- 
, blinds the judgment and renders 
The prej- 



is of i 



The 



find it. The fact is there, right under 
his nose, staring him in the face, but 
he cannot or will not see it. The poor 
fellow is totally blind in relation In 
small 



his 



be 



ml I 



liis para oat look apa life and charac- 
ter. He belongs to a parly, and to all 
not included in his set, he is atro- 
ciously unjust. He persistently tells 



is with deep regret that we 
Minee the death at Canal 
Dover, Ohio, on the 30th of Jan- 
uary, of Samuel Toomey, one of 
the leading Freethinkers of the 
Middle West. Mr. Toomey had 
lived eighty years, and they were 
. .us full of the ups and downs 
f life. His early life was spent 
with relatives and neighbors, and 
it is said of him he never spent 
in or.- than thirty days in the 
school-room. At the age of six- 
teen he began an apprenticeship 
as a Blacksmith at Gettysburg, 
'a., where he worked for « ne 
ear, when lie borrowed fourteen 
dollars, shoulders his effects and 
started out on the battle of life 
alone. Walking for three weeks, 
often footsore, tired and hungry, 
he reached Sugar Creek Falls, O., 
where he secured work in a black- 
smith shop, and in a single year 
became owner of the business. He 
soon achieved the reputation of 
being not only the best blacksi " 
but the best mechanic for miles 
around, and enjoyed the respeet 
and confidence of everyone in his 
vicinity. In 1880, at the age of 
twenty years his shop, stock of 
tools and the first buggy he ever 
made were destroyed l.y tire He 
then removed to Wilmot, Ohio, 
aid engaged in carriage building. 
In I860 he removed to Canal 
Dover, where he has done an im- 
mense carriage building since, 
constantly improving the style 
and quality of his work. 

He was the inventor of many 



. Engle ha 



that I aai 



tatty failed, altho' 
l belief in Ood. to 



ml. If 



by for 



ion. then are we but 
s upon the chceker-board of life? 
l the other hand, if we are left to 
n out our situations, is not the 
who reaches one conclusion as 
,• lo he right as the other f 
a fellow substitutes faith for 



ad i 



lal I 



■ide, 



T, for one. am not going tn praise him 
for it. II may have faith and believe 
that sear is sweet, but my palate is a 
common-sense one and takes thinps 
as they appeal to it. No amount of 
faith can change a single fact. Faith 
is prima facie evidence of unbalanced 
whrels in head-gearing. Get your 
head-works in alignment with sense, 
Mr. Engle. 

JNO. F. ( 

Arlington. Md. 



nents on carriages, sul- 
is, etc., and was well 
known in Lexington, the Blue 
(irass region, and other center 
of the horse breeding interests a 
the inventor and owner of the fi 
mous Toomey Sulky. He was 
great friend of the Blade ; in fact 
one of the best friends it ever 
had, and his demise is deeply felt 
in the office. He was a successful 
business man, one whose opinions 
are worthy the respect of any 
man, and recently writing on the 
subject of religion, he said i 

My father and mother belong- 
to the old German Lutheran 



A TRIP TO ROME 



rtclPK 



Bhnreh. 



ut I \ 



lake! 



lies about them, and n ver has a sin- 
gle qualm of conscience. His party 
is absolutely right and all others must 
be absolutely wrong. 

And yet, mischievous as all this 



ndoabtedl) 



|.S II 



mtta. 

Sooner or later every lie weakens the 
cause of the liars. Many of the lies 
told all through the ag:s about the 
Hible stand now fully exposed by 
criticism, and the consequence is, that 
I lie blind worship of the Bible is rap- 
idly tying out even in the churches. 
Not a few Christians have already 
learned that the delineation of Ath- 
eists by Christian ministers is almost 
wholly false, with I lie result that min- 



Wht 



BSD to real.. 



filial 



glotMaatian of Jeans in the pulpit 
was largely a rhetorical performance, 
it became a notable fact that their 
interest in the ministrations of the 
church was decidedly on the wane. At 
last the masses of the people are get- 
ting into the habit of doing their own 
thinking inst. ad of letting priests ami 
ministers do it for them. Natural 
knowledge is slowly gaining ground, 
and there is a corresponding slump in 
supernatural belief. The facts of his- 
tory, the grim realities of life, are b-- 
ing laid bare in tin- lac- of the world, 



We 



i pr. 



BhnatarBi aware of tins, are deiag 

their utmost to make the transition as 
smooth and impereeptib'e as possible. 
'I'll r arc dismissing the dreams as 
gently as they can. They are telling 
its real emphasis is on Ibe non-theo- 
logical, on morality as a soeml rela- 
tion, it still speaks of God, hut by 
Ood it means love, and by love, care 
of the public welfare. It talks jrlihlv 
about the life divine, of the life of 



from home so very young that I 
got little religious instruction 
from them, but T mainly fell into 
the hands of the same class of 
people, so I had to go to church. 
In this way I grew up. T joined 
the United Brethren ehurch wh. 
eighteen years of age, but nev 
could fully believe the Bible stor- 
ies. At the same time I became 
reader of the 'Antislavery Bugh 
published in Salem, Ohio. Salem 
was at that time the headquarters 
of those then known as Broad- 
guagers. or Infidels. Such read 
ing brought about thinking and 
investigation, and, as you know, 
i n vest i. .ration brings Infidelity. So 
for the last fifty years I did 
own thinking, rending such hi 
as any unbiased man should rt 
and. of course, as with the great 
Darwin, it ended in Agnosl ieisn 
and very strongly in Atheism." 

the d ily, hut what it Ins in its mil 
is the ideal life of humanity. Ye 
wc are in the transition process fro 
dreams to realities, from fancies 
facts, from lies to truths. Seeularis 
are in! rested spectators of this subt 
and sahitarv ehaii K e. and thev Bag] 
to do all thev can to hasten its co 



TO MR. J. K ENGLE, ALIAS 
"UTAH." 

Mr. Engle fouud some nmiiseiron 
n reading my articl.- on "The Soul' 
n tbe Blue Grass Blade. He make 



only <.u account of sonnthiii] 
in Genesis. He admits that f 
ie Bible is "rot," but calls 
i because I think it all "ro 
Eagle jumpy tn tbe sweeping e 



Be tan Corbid! tied is the last thing 
that I would search for. I do not 
want anything to do with any (!.>di 
or fairies. No g^nii in mine I |i 
not look beyond man for mv loftiest 
ideal. The man who <h 
in class respect. The 



for <liv 



ad aba 



a mis placed human. 

If Ood looked after folks, Teddy 

Rooa veil would not need to cany 
rifle in Africa. He could walk right 
up to a lion and God would aot 
tin he injured in the least. This 
of God is taught in Daniel, w 
Ood prevented t In* lion from biting 
Daniel. Now, Koos ve'.t is a Qed> 
fearing man, but depend* upon a mod- 
ern rifle. 

Three Jewiafa "kids" were put La- 
in a liery furnace, but I he heat lie v e i 
touched them. You see, Mr. Engb 
the scriptural idea of Ood is that he 



■* was held In the City of Rome. 
September 21. 1904. The author 
><1 that Congress as the American 
e It la an account of travel and 
si experiences that has received 
! versa 1 encomium from preaa and 
In It religious dogmas and tales 
of priestly Action are ruthlesaty erpoaed 

irlson In American literature of travel. 
Cloth bound, 360 pages. 

Address orders to 
m.TTE GRASS BLADE. 
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THE ORIENT 



When a young- man the author had 
turted out to walk through the Holy 
*nda on foot, neaehlng Paris he gave 
ip I he Journey and returned home. He 
nnde the trip by rail and boat about 
hree years before his death. This book 



iplodes numer 
i especially suitable for a present, 
loth Bound, S50 Pages. Postpaid $1.25. 
Addresa orders lo 
DLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



$10.00 BOOK for $1.00, 
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cheerful and 




running In the V 
— LIKE. It Is wrll^,, u , 
Mary Ives Todd, tbeablest writer ol Li berul 
Action since Qrant Allen, and Is a beautllu' 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman la Business. 

THB WttBBL OP LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OR1UINH, the orliln ol Marriage, of Ethics, 
of Religion, of Brotherhood, of the belief Mi 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes 
the whole Wheel of Life, treating all subjects 
In sucbaclear. plain and spicy way that the 
dust Is shaken outand they become as in- 
teresting as m novel to even the casual 
reader. Send 10 eentsfor a six months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"OONPE88IONS OP fl 

DRONE" by Jsseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of A, LITTLE BROTHER OF THE 
KIOH." sent without extra eharae with a 
• rial subscription to tbe WHEEL 



Blade Mail 



Terse and Pithy Comments U'J 
Readers on Sundry S 



Don't Drop Me From Your List. 

M osier. Oro.— *Dmt Bro. Jimmic 
— T am still getting the Uladc. \nv 
glad it is a live corpse. ! think 
it looks good to Mfl that dist 
guished picture in the m.t hw.st 
corner. Was sorry of the unple, 
ant episode with you a ad yon- 
former editor; so let us bury tlie 
past and avoid dissent ion. Don 't 
drop DM from your mailing list 
I'll remit soon as I ran. Let us 
all pull together and help humani- 
ty above dogmas creeds and sup- 
stition. Yours for truth.— R. W. 
SIMPSON. 

You Are Publishing » Fine Paper. 

Paris, Texas.— Friend Hughes. 
-Please find here exchange for 
g] subscription to the Blue Orass 
Blade for one year. I have re- 
cently received three numbers, 
you might begin with the first one. 
You are publishing a fine paper, 
the three copies I read had some 
splendid articles. 

May you live long and the Blade 
live long also. It ought to be en 
dowed for eternal life here. No 
heaven for nie. Fraternally.— R. 
PETERSON. 

Good Wishes for the Blade. 

National Military Home, 0. — ■ 
Editor Hughes.— I am more than 
pleased to see you in such good 
spirits over the turn things have 
taken. I hope the change may 
prove a blessing to all. I am a 
friend of the Blade, always have 
been, and like friend James E. 
Mills of Iowa, like it better than 
ever. I was discouraged over the 
prospects for a while, but things 
begin to liven up and look like 
business, so we will stick to the 
old ship as long as the flag is *n 




Ur. Chft"lffg XX .All 

Few men in the Liberal rneki 
were prompted by purer motives 
for the benefit of mankind than 
he. Ifie, of course, had his p^cn 
liarities, but who is it that don't 
have therm We admit that \< 
have ours. If we did not ha' 
them we would not be setting here 
writing an article for the Blade. 
Stick to the Blade, let them say 
what they may, they are doing 
themselves more injury than you. 
—JOEL M. BERRY. 



Bro. Berry Raises a New Lead. 

eVra, S. D. — (Editor James E 
Hughes:— I see Bro. J. M. Rerry 
raises a new lead, in the fact that 
neither the age, death or burial tt 
any female is spoken of m the 
Bible. It is passing strange, how- 
ever, as imagination is the first 
women mentioned and whos? of- 
fice is to bring sin into the world, 
as well as to be the mother of sa- 
viors, she is not dead yet. 

Near the end of the Bible, Rev. 
17th chapter, we have ignorance 
as another woman, and while 
church and state supported by the 
people, as a wonderful bMkt, con- 
stantly making war on her, cap- 
tains of industry also exploit this 
woman. 

Femininity indicates that the 
thing represented relat 's In a 
mental state, while physical eon 
ditions are denoted in the Bible m 
cities; so ignorance continues tc 
abide in Babylon where captains 
of industry and grafters plj their 
avocation with her, she cannot as- 
suredly be dead. 

Along somewhere in the Bible 
we may find two women, one a 
virtuous wife, the other a concu- 
bine, and as we are told these are 
an allegory, we should not ex- 
pect either one to have grown old 
or to have died. 

The last woman we will stir up 
will be a great wonder; a woman 
in heaven clothed with the sun. 
As there is to be no need for a 
sun in heaven, the great wonder 
is why she took jt there, and how 
she got it into heaven. -F. S. 
WEAVER. 

The Blade Not Dead Ye*. 

Chaffee. Mo— Mr. ITughes—I 
am glad the Blue Orass Blade is 
not dead yet. but still alive and 
active for the exposition of error 
and promulgation of freedom of 
thought as ever. One of the best 
literary productions T have seen 
of late is Bro. Severance's lecture 
on Thomas Paine. T have written 



soi*.e comments and crit 
this pacer I want y< 
in wJiole. [J not ' 
part, Jliid I want 
nrrnt.'iMi 
JPtflTff' vu}<>>:\ M 
■ her of papers c< 
men ts on the 
cents for a rei 
s-ription for the 
and hope to rem 
that lime expires, 
more money to pgy for the ex 
papers when my .article appei 
I look to the Blade as a Ft 
thought and unmuzzled medi 
for the honest expression of my 
convictions, and<|bat is more than 
I can expect of some professed 
Freethought papers. Youi 



Death of <• Good Freethinker. 

Flyria. ().— Editor cf the Blue 
firass Blade: — Ope week ago. Jan- 
uary 22. we lost/ in Elyrin. our 
most ardent champion of Free- 
thought and Rationalism as ex- 
pounded by yopr*pnblication. 

Mr M. B. Sohnels died peace- 
fully. painlcsltV and without 
struggle, ow ing to a sudden weak 
eiiing of the heart He had just 
returned from ^lengthy walk and 
hardly twenty B^hntcs after drop- 
ping into his chair, he lapsed into 
unconsciousness from which hi 
could not be roused before hi 
death, two hourg subsequently. 

Scarcely ten fniinutcs prior to 
loss of eonseionsaess he reiterated 
his frequently expressed wish that 
no "howling preacher" b< 
ated with bis hysterical rant, at 
his (our friend*?) funeral. This 
request was heeded. The enclosed 
remarks bv hia two close friend: 
T. C. Jefferie* Of Cleveland and 
F E. Bimiba^h of 
luted the 

lections from two fellow musiei; 
of the deceased. The reading of 
Robert O. Tngersoll 's words at the 
grave of his brother concluded 
the remarks of the last sneaker. 
At conclusion of the last rites for 
our dead, the body was tenderly 
carried to Murrav Ridge Ceme 
terv for interment. 

Trusting that yon will mak 
known through your columns the 
loss to the grand cause of Free- 
thought. T beg to remain. Respect- 
fully. -ROSE MORIARTY. 

The Union of Church and State. 

Editor Ottumwa Courier: — We 
think we have fairly presented 
our ease before vonr readers, to 
the effect that Sundnv laws are 
contrary to the principles of lib- 
erty, and to the principles on 
which our government is founded : 
that is contrary to the eternal 
separation of church and state. 
As touchinT relisrion each should 
bfl free. When crovcrnment goes 
beyond this anarchy is nreferabb 
TTVnvever before taking a final 
leave of the Sunday question I 
would take a nassing note of Bro 
Oraham's article. TTe states that 
T give no ground for argument 
only my declaration— that we a 
now under no divine obligation to 
observe ii Sabbath. And he says 
T conic to this conclusion from 
Higher Critics: on the ground 
that the original Sabbath was has 
ed on error. But, mind you. hi 
himself nyi it was a part of the 
old covenant, and that that cove- 
nant is dead. \ow that which is 
dead is void. Whether born of 
error or truth it lays in the same 
coffin. And so until be show 

irreetion. which he failed to 
do. he leaves the verdict for us. 
Had he read all the articles, which 
he says he did not. he would hare 
n an offer of $100 for a pa«- 
e of scripture threatening any 
■ for working on Sunday. ,Te- 
' Sabbath was the one of the 
covenant, now dead, as has 
been shown. 

The founders of our govern- 
ment iind our greatest statesmen, 
being versed in history, have seen 
the; great evils growing out of the 
union of church and state. They 
have used precaution in the con- 
stitution and otherwise, to prevent 
the commingling of rpljQrjrm and 
government. Notwithstanding all 
of this there has been all along a 
large number of people, well 
ning people too. people who 
erallv want to do the right 
thing when they know it, who 
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bare demanded i little here and 
a little there of religion mixed 
with government. It is not a 
hard matter for us to see the injus- 
tiee of this when the religion plac- 
ed upon the throne of government 
is the other fellow's religion. 
When we are forced to pay hom- 
age to a religion that we count as 
superstition it is not hard for us 
to see how rapidly we are lapsing 
back to the dark ages. Biit when 
it is our religion that is thus fav- 
ored and when the votaries of re- 
ligions contrary to ours are forced 
to submit, or be taxed to support 
such religion we are so sure that 
our religion is the true one. the 
only one that is good for us and 
all mankind, that we cannot see 
how it can be wrong to give it an 
axalted nlace npon the throne and 
force nil to bend the knee to it. 
There is nothing that many are 
more certain of than of the truth 
of their particular religion while 
in reality there is nothing that 
people may be more mistaken in. 
It is supposed that where good 
people are at the helm that gov- 
ernment blended with religion 
could never lead us back to the 
dark ages, nor even a step in that 
direction, provided, of course, 
those good people are ourselves. 
Rut T wish to give an example of 
trood people uniting reliction and 
government nnd that in the case 
of England; and the reason T <ro 
across the ocean for the example 
is because it is easier for us to see 
the faults of others than those of 
our own. The Church of England 
for ages taxed the people un- 
the authority of the govern- 
it. and used that monev to 
build churches and hire preachers, 
etc. Taxed the people to support 
a relisrion that many do not be- 
lieve in. This is nothing more nor 
less than wholesale robbery Yet 
the mass of the ones that reach in 
their neighbors' pockets and take 
from them their earnings are hon- 
«t people, thev would not know- 
iglv wrong their neighbors of a 
ngle cent But why. Oh whv 
when religion is connected with 
crovernment are they so eternally 
r, honelessly slow in learning 
what is right and what is wrong? 
Whv for ages hns the church 
nlon" with £rovernment. its au- 
thority, mit hundreds of thous- 
ands of innocent peonle to death 
for their opinions, while any one 
with the smallest amount of rea- 
son ought to know that every 
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or the pursuit of happiness? Why 
is it that religion, the supposed 
eternal champion of the right, so 
persistants for ages practice the 
wrong? T think I can give thej 
orrect answer to the above. Re-i 
giou takes its authority not from 
this world but from one unknown. 
Not from reason or experience 
but from that supposed to be 
both. It tends to he faithful to 
duty but slow to advance, for how 
Tt cannot bank on the sup- 
d to be neTfeet? Mow govern- 
ment to be just must be progres- 
sive. tT cannot bank on the sup- 
position that it is perfect and can- 
not he improved upon. Tt must 
be a servant of reason and not a 
sovereign over it. it must vary 
with experience. Tt must have its 
sonrce from the people and not 



are for people of this world and 
there their authority should end. 
Another reason why so many re- 
ligious people are so slow to use 

reason where it might conflict 
with their faith is that man is 
threatened with the most awful 
punishment for non-belief, and it 
is known that reason is quite often 
a disturber of faith. 

In vindication of Jesus against 
the charge of being the author of 
these words: "He thai helieveth 
not shall he damned." The High- 
er Oritiea contend thev are an in- 
terpolation, that they ate not 
found in some early manuscripts, 
and that several years after the 
whole Christian world was a*ton- 
ished at the idea .just then for the 
Hrsl time revealed to Peter (See 
Acts llth chapter) to the effect 
that the gospel was to be preached 
to the Gentiles, and since the 
above text was a command to 
preach to all nations thev could! 
not be the words of Jesus, for in 1 
that event Peter's vision would be 
out of place, would he no revela- 
tion at all. 

For centuries religion has been 
taught in public schools at public 
expense, Nearly all of Spain's 
schools are religious schools. 
Francisco Ferrer who gave his 
a few months ago as a mar 
to free his country's schools 
.saw that his nation was teaching 
the children too much concerning 
a world that no body knows any- 
thing about and too little con- 
cerning the world they live in. TTe 
saw his country sinking lower and 
lower for the want of proper edu- 
cation nnd he conceived the idea 
of secularizing the schools, hut for 
his philanthropic efforts he was 
court-martialed on a flimsy pre- 
text by mock court and shot to 
death. 

It. seems that our own Iowa is 
determined to have religion 
taught in the public schools. The 
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excluded from the pub 
and provision is made for the 
teacher and the children to recite 
the Lord's prayer. This prayer 
is utter idolotry in the eyes of the 
Jew, but he is taxed to support 
the schools and forced to send his 
children there. Rut there are 
some BOnii decisions under this 
law given in view of relief, but the 
intended relief implies the dis- 
ease, and in deed the relief is 
worse than the disease. For in- 
stance, the teacher must read the 
Bible without comment. Com- 
ment would be sure to give offense 
to some of the different sects Now 
there are large portions of the Bi- 
ble, if read to children without 
explanation, would give them 



wrong ideas of science which is 
another word for truth. To read 
the Bible without explanation to 
children is to teach them false- 
hood instead of truth. If we must 
have the Bible read to our chil- 
dren T want, for instance, that six- 
thly creation explained to them. 
Either tell them, with the ITigher 
Critics, that it is not true, or that 
the six days mean six great ages. 
This last position is that taken 
by all orthodox that are in any 
way versed in science. Tt would 
seem then that man should labor 
during six ages and observe the 
seventh aire as a Sabbath. 

But it is surely best to keep the 
Bible out of the schools and let 
the teacher teach only what he is 
competent to explain. 
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BIBLE CLASS QUIZ. 

The Philosophical Bible Class 
Boole. "Bihle HjUM and Their 
Parallels in Other Religions," by 
Doane. The Class Reader first 
rends the lesson for the day-, then 
the Qtm Master beeins the Mem- 
ory Training of the class. The 
reader silentlv follows the quiz 
in the text. The Quiz Master, af- 
ter reoeivine a satisfactory ans- 
wer in substance, reads the answer 
in the Quiz. Tf a question has 
been put to three members of the 
class without a satisfactory reply, 
tbe render without request, pro- 
ceeds to rpad that portion of the 
text covered by the question. The 
question is then again put to the 
c'ass. etc. 

Sineing: Oosmian Hymn Book 

Lesson for Feb. 13, 1910. 

The Birth of Christ Jesus : chap 
ter XXXIY; page 3R3 to close of 
Chapter. 

Q.— What did the a.ieients 
mi an by the "Queen of Heaven 
or the Celestial Virgin" of the 
sphere ? 

A.— The space occupied by oui 



Q.— Tell us how Christmas was 
celebrated in Tndia. 

A. — The people decorate their 
houses Avith garlands, and {rave 
presents to friends and relatives. 

Q.— How is the Christmas sol- 
stice celehrated in China t 

A.— "With religious solemnities, 
and all shops are shut up. and 
courts are closed. 

Q— Who was born on the 25th 
of December, according to the 
Chinese tradition? 

A. — Buddha, the son of the Vir- 
gin Mava. 

Q.-The Persians also had f 
splendid time the 25th of Decem- 
ber in honor of their Lord and 
Savior, who was bom on that day 
Tell us his name. 

A.— Mithras. 

Q.— "What was the name of the 
ancient Egyptians' "Queen of 
Heaven" and Virgin Mother of 
their Savior Horns? 

A.-Isis. 

Q.— "What does Rieord tell us 
about the worship by the Egypt- 
ian! of a Vlrffal Mother prior" to 
the birth of Christ T 

A.— That the Egyptians exhib- 
ited the effigy of her son lvinp in 
the onager, in the manner the in- 
fant Jesus was afterwards laid 
m the crib at Bethlehem. 

Q.— When was "Osiris", son of 
the "Holy Virgin" born? 

A. — December 25th. 

Q— What was the name of the 
Greeks' Savior, and when was he 
bornT 

A —His name was Hercules, and 
he was born at early dawn on the 
25th of December. 

Q.— Tell us how Hercules was 
shown to the people at Christmas 
time. 

A— As an infant, as is done bv 
Christians at this day on Christ 
mas morning in Rome. 

0.— The birthday celebrations 
and ceremonies of Adonis took 
place in a cave, in Bethlehem, 
and who was later born in a cave? 

A. — Christ Jesus. 
^ - What did the Romans call 
the 2 ; <5th of December, and how 
did they celebrate the dav? 

«n^ hey , CaIled C ''™t™a the 
Birthday of Sol, the Invincible.' 
It was a day of universal rejoic 
in? all public business being sua 
pended. 

Q-Tell us who came into Rome 
a few weeks before the winter 

1 ,0 p,ay on their P'Pes 

and beg for money. 

A.-The Calabrian shepherdds. 

Q.— How did the ancient Ger- 
mans celebrate Christmas centur- 
lcs before Christ? 

A.— The Calabrian shepherds 
and by sacrifices made to their 
gods, with jovial hospitality, the 
burning of the Yule-log on Christ, 
mas Eve, a custom surviving tc 
this day. 

Q.—IIow did the ancient Scandi 
navians celebrate the 25th of De- 
cember, and what did they call 
Christmas night? 

A. -They feasted in honor of 
Freyr (son of the Supreme God 
Odin) and the goddess Prigga 
the night was called "Mother 
night." 
Q.— How did the Druids 



of 

cele- 



Great Britain and Ireland 
brate the solstice? 

A. —They made great fires, and 
lighted them on the tops of hills. 

Q.-But how did the Mexicans 
celebrate the 25th of December? 

A.— They feasted for many 
days, following. 

Q.— Tertullian, a Father of the 
Church, who flourished about A. 
D. 200, affirms as rank idolatry 
what customs? 
A. — Decking the doors with 
festival 



garlands or flowers 
days, according to the custom 
the 



Q.— What have evergreens and 
garlands and Christmas trees to 
do with Christianity? 

A. — Simply nothing. 

Q.— What is the Christmas we 
observe now? 

A.-The old Yule-feast which 
was held by all the Northern na- 
tions from time immemorial. 

Q. — The greenery and Christ- 
mas-trees laden with gifts is un- 
questionably what? 

A. — A relic of the symbols of 
which our heathen forefathers 
signified their faith in the powers 
of the returning snn to clothe 
earth again. 

Q— Mr. Gibbon, speaking of 
the Christians adopting the 25th 
of December as the birthday of 
their god. says what? 

A.— The Roman Christians, ig- 
norant of the real date of his 
f Christ V birth, fixed the solemn 
festival of the 25th of December, 
the Brumalia, or Winter Solstice, 
when the pagans annually cele- 
brated tbe birth of Sol. 



(By Joel M. Berry.) 

We find no record of his mira- 
cles in the Bible, but history tells 
us that, no one is accredited with 
grander results in that line than 
the Apostle Peter. Others, such 
as Simon Magnus and Appolonins, 
may be justly credited with per- 
forming a greater number, but 
none any more miraculous. 

Peter puts the miracles of Je- 
sus clear out of sight with one 
stroke. The late Judge Waitc. in 
his comments on the miracles of 
Peter, says: "The received ac- 
counts of the miracles of Peter 
are sufficient to exist our aston- 
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But tbe most wonderful of all 
his miracles Ave find related in the 
"Acts of Peter and Andrew." 
where he is represented as making 
a camel tro through the eye of a 
needle. The account says: "Af- 
ter the needle had been brought, 
and all the multitude of the city 
were standing by to see, Peter 
looked up and saw n camel com- 
ing. And he ordered her to be 
brought. Then he fixed the needle 
in the ground, and cried out with 
a loud voice saying: "Tn the name 
of Jesus Christ who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate. I order thee. 
O camel, to so through the eye 
of the needle." Then the eye of 
tbe needle was opened like a gate, 
and the camel went throueh it. 
and all the multitude saw it. Then 
the miracle was repeated. — one 
person. Onisephorus, who would 
not believe, sent for another 
needle and another camel, with a 
woman sitting on the camel, and 
"they went through twice." 

In the Synoptics, we find tbe 
miracle referred to three times in 
connection with the rich man get- 
ting to Heaven, all three of them 
different of course. Matthew 
says that it was "a rich young 
man who came to Jesus inquiring 
what he mismt do to inherit eter- 
nal life." Mark savs that "one 
e running to Jesus and kneel- 
before him." etc. He doesn't 
distinguish the person. Duke 
says that it was " a certain ruler 
who came to Jesus inquiring. " etc. 
But Jesus tells them all what they 
should do. and that "it was eas- 
ier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven." And his disciples were 
astonished out of measure, and 
asked "Who then can be saved?" 
Jesus replies, "With men it is im- 
possible, but not with God: for 
with God all things are possible." 

In another account of this mat- 
ter, which we gather from the 
to them." And Jesus, turning 
about A. D. 230, says : "Another 
rich man said unto him. 'Master, 
what trood thing shall I do that I 
nuay live?' He said unto him, 'O 
man. fulfill the law and the nroph- 
cts.' And he answered Him. 'T 
have done so.' Then said he unto 
him, 'Go sell all thou hast and 
fn've to thp poor, and come follow 
me.' Then the rich man begun 
to smite his head, an 1 it pltiuad 
Ml i">t. And rbe Lord said unto 
him. 'How savs: thou. T have ful- 
filM the law ml tl« '*tyhrU 
when it is written in the law. 
'Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself?' And lo! many of thy 
brethren, sons of Abraham, are 
covered with filth and dying of 
hunger, and thy house is full of 
many good things, and nothing 
therefrom goeth forth at any time 
to them."g And Jesus, tnrnin 
himself about, said unto Simon, 
his diseiplp sitting near him. "Si- 
mon, son of Jonas, it is easier 
a camel to go through the eye 
i needle than for a rich man 
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. " j 
We now propose, in a few 
words, to give our vertion of the I 
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whole affair, — miracle, rich 
and all. 

First of all. w> will say, noth- 
ing miraculous has ever happened 
in this world, never will, and in 
case there was any truth to be 
found in the Bible teaching, the 
rich will have a serious time get- 
ting into the Kingdom of Heav- 
en. But in case Old Peter is en- 
trusted with the keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven, and in case he is 
able to open the eye of a needle 
so that a camel may go through it, 
with a woman on its back, we 
think he ought to be able to open 
the gates of Heaven wide enough 
to let in both rich and poor. Let 
us hope he may do it, at least. 



DEATH OF MERTON SONNELS 



Words of E. E. Rimbach at the 
Funeral of This Noted 



Friends :— 

It is one of the saddest, 
most solemn, but sacred duties 
which we are called upon to face, 
to discharge the last sorrowful 
rites for our departed dead. It 
is not what true men regard 
repugnant, but a painful duty. We 
do not shirk what nature has 
made inevitable. We would not 
shun that demanded of our man- 
hood, our brotherhood, and every 
fiber of true sentiment. But 
times strength fails the strongest 
to meet unflinchingly the shock 
sustained in a loss which the mind 

nnot plai 



of reconciliation. 

Such a loss, kind friends, do we 
mourn today: a loss to account for 
which beggars the mind's re- 
sources for adequate explanation. 
We can but bow in meek submis- 
sion that our problem is one the 
mind cannot grapple. It realizes 
and senses its inability to place 
this loss within the harmony of 
nature, so at variance is it with 
nature's plan. It is in the econ- 
omy of nature to remove early 
and at the outset, from the lower 
forms of life, those less fit to en- 
ter upon and pursue the struggle 
for existence. Tt selects the fit- 
test to carry out life's purposes, 
through the period of first growth, 
development and maturity then to 
enter upon the colden h 
Tis then, as with the shock of 
com. that we feel that life's func- 
tions have been fulfilled, as do we 
the ship's safe return to the har- 
bor from whence it came. 

But how different, friends, here 
today! He whose loss we mourn, 
was at his prime, in full vigor i 
of all his powers and faculties. He | 
drank of life with keenest zest. 
The comradeship of his friends 
and fellows was something to be 
shared with supreme relish. When 
fatt as all went bright and well, 
the tender thread of life was 
snapped. 

Could we but only answer,— 
Wherefore"? 

Merton B. Sonnels was bom at 
Rochester. Ohio. (Lorain county) 
17th. 1867. where a rural at- 
mosnhere offered him full oppor- 
tunity to investigate and com- 
mune with nature, so worshipped 
by him later as a mature man. 



an, I His early life was spent at Am- 
|lierst, (X, near which he attended 
■ehool at Kennedy Corners. His 
adventurous, boyish nature first 
drew aim from his home as a sail- 
or. For two years, after the life 
at Inline, he was on the Lakes, 
and there an alert and keen per- 
ception found ample material to 
feed a naturally hungry mind. At 
nineteen, he entered the employ 
of the L. S. & M. S. R. R., as lo- 
comotive fireman. His competen- 
cy and natural aptitude early won 
him recognition, and at 23, hardly 
more than a youth, he was pro- 
moted to assume the responsibil- 
ities of an engineer, earning him 
tbe distinction of being the young- 
est engineer on this great rail- 
road system. In the following 
year, on the 17th day of March, 
1891, he was united in marriage 
to Elnora Powell,— and the sip- 
rowing wife, a grieving mother to 
mourn this loss. The severity of 
the demands of railroad life, 
volving the unexpected calls for 
service, led him to seek duties less 
irregular, and in 1899 he r ".. 
from the position to enter the 
employ of the National Tube Co., 
with which concern be has been 
associated for the past ten 

Merton Sonnels was a man of 
rare natural endowments. He 
possessed that clear, keen percep- 
tion which, instinctively and at 
once, separates fact from fiction. 
This and a gift of logical analysis 
served him ably in making his 
mind's own that which is worthy, 
helpful, essential and meritorious. 
A pleasing and winning personal- 
ity, a prepossessing manner, 
opened for him a wide circle of ac- 
quaintanceship, led him to those 
whose association was profitabli 
and brought him to those who felt 
the need of the fiery enthusiasm 
which was his. 

He was an enthusiast ! He was 
supremely and intensely enthusi- 
tstic for justice, for humanity, 
for brotherhood, for fellowship, — 
guided always by the light of 
reason and rational investigation. 

He would make all men free, 
bodily, mentally, thoroughly. He 
would have them free from the 
tyrants 'of the earth, and the en- 
slaving superstitions of the mind. 

But as well did he champion 
not only the general and popular 
inquisition of untrammeled free- 
dom from physical and mental 
bondage, — but the fullest, widest 
opportunity for culture, lei 
tbe arts and the elevating f< 

His was a wide acquaintance 
with the field of worthy fiction, 
the drama, the grand symphonic 
master-pieces. Seldom when able, 
did he neglect the opportunity to 
hear the gifted interpreters, dra- 
matic and operatic. 

Often T have heard him, with 
glowing enthusiasm, recount 
scene in which the great Mansfield 
or again the incomparable Bern- 
hardt electrified and thrilled the 
audience to a man. 

For days this man's soul seemed 
entranced after drinking the in- 
spiration of a great symphony, 
presented so faultlesslv as did the 
crreat Thomas and bis superb 
band of artists. Tbe ennobling, 
the inspiring, the heroic, found 
instinctive response in oi 
friend's soul. 

His was a sensitive spirit. The 
harsh, the depressing, the " 
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forces in a social texture pained 
him; and he cried out in protest 
with all the manhood and courage 
there was in him. 

He faced fearlessly every prob- 
lem with which he was confronted 
and gave to all about him the sin- 
cere expression of his honest in- 
vestigation. If it were an old tra- 
dition, long cherished because the 
simple had pronounced it vener- 
able, which unqualifiedly seemed 
to him subversive of human happi. 
ness. he did not hesitate to over- 
turn it and brand it inhumane. 
As quickly, when he felt the ele- 
vating and ennobling influences 
of the aesthetic forces, did he seek 
to infect his fellows with the in- 
spiration aroused in him. 

He lived.— he enjoyed, — he 
fought.— he died as a man. 

Where human happiness was on 
trial or sought, th§re did his act- 
ivities find their play. 

To enjoy was good.— to suffer, 
bad : such was the creed he taught. 

And now. to keep his wish in 
this last sad part, we read the 
words of that srreat. grand soul 
he loved : 

(Ingersoll's Oration at broth- 
er's grave 
ces.) 



T. 0. 

Friends: — My heart is heavy; 
your hearts are heavy, and I am 
afraid that anything that I could 
say would do but little to dimin- 
ish your awful sorrow or soothe 
your aching hearts ( but one great 
man has said, "I want to take 
from everv grave its sting." 

While can do but little, still 
I want to help to take from every 
trrave the awful fear which some 
folks hold, and to comfort all I 
can these sorrowing ones gathered 
here today. 

We are met this afternoon to 
honor and to care for one who in 
life we liked to call our friend. In 
all the world there is not a ques- 
tion on which there is more spec- 
ulation than the end of each and 
all : no question is more important 
and none is more difficult to an- 
swer. We vainly try to wring an 
answer frOm the grave and hope 
again to meet and greet those we 
have loved and lost. We do not 
know if death ends life, or in real- 
ity begins it, but we cannot but 
believe the dead will never know 
again the pain of sorrow. We 
think of oui friend as resting in 
qaifll and in peace. 

Perhaps we have grown to 
think of death as a greater terror 
than it really is. If it is indeed 
eternal rest, and freedom from all 
earthly pains and tears and an- 
guish, then we do say that death 
is a great and lasting benefit. We 
cling to those we love and cannot 
let them go, but our aching hearts 
are comforted by the noble, man- 
ly life our friend has led; by the 
fight he fought, and always where 
the fray was thickest. He is 
crowned with laurels of justice, 
truth and courage. He despised 
the easy things of life and never 
fouled in the great game of exist- 
ence. Our friend is dead, but his 
influence poes on forever. He long 
ago became a part of us and al- 
ways will remain. His body will 
be tenderly laid away, but his be- 
ing, his life, his love, his works 



will be with us always. 

This good man was not afraid 
of death, and then why should we 
fear for him when we know that 
death at worst can be no worse 
than life? In the sanctuary of 
the tomb, death gives to all eter- 
nal rest. And anyone who proph- 
esies a future filled with tears and 
torment for another, ceases to be 
human. 

This man was human, but he 
was great. Danger never struck 
him in the back,— he always faced 
it. With his loved and loving 
wife and son. we bow our heads 
in sympathetic grief. 

Bert Sonnels. when living, fear- 
lessly faced and flayed all forms 
of sham, hypocrisy and supersti- 
tion, and death, the great conquer- 
or, had little terror for him. He 
rests today from the fight he so 
lontr and so valiantlv waged. He 
sleeps peacefully. "Who is there 
in Elyria to rise nn and take his 
place | Vobody. Who can spread 
so earnestly and so ably the bless- 
ed <*ospel of freedom of thought, 
of libertv of conscience? We need 
people of this man's type to hast- 
en the colden dawning of the 
crrander day. We have lost a dear 
comrade, but Freedom and Liber- 
ty have lost a dearer. 

This man possessed the courage 
of his convictions. He was force- 
ful: he dared to speak his 
thoughts and he was honest. O. 
how few there are in the world 
who have the couraee of their 
convictions, which this man had 
*o abundantly! Bert Sonnels has 
spent his life in trying to teach 
people to be more tolerant, less 
bi-.'oted. less selfish and less super- 
stitions. 

Regardless of how we may have 
differed with any of his opinions, 
we all must say "Tin's man was 
good: this man was brave; this 
man was sincere!" 

In the words of the immortal 
genius, at whose shrine our friend 
was wont to worship: 

"Life is a narrow vale between 
the cold and barren peaks of two 
eternities; we strive in vain to 
look beyond the heights; we cry 
aloud, and the only answer is the 
o"ho of our wailiner cry. From 
the voiceless lips of the unreply- 
in" dor) there comes no word, but 
in tbe ni"ht of death, hope sees 
a stnr. and listening love can hear 
the rustle of a wing." 



You Hav« Been Lied To. 

Valeria Towa .-Mr. James E. 
Duches. Editor Bine Grass Blade. 
—Dear Sir:-T have been inform- 
ed that the Blade does not e-o into 



: if t 

ive n reason Your 
VERNOOOR.N. 



mid kindlv 

1rilly-L. K 



Note. — T have recentlv received 
>veral letters from Blade sub- 
scribers alon" the above lines. T 
b«d supposed after running tbe 
Him. Grass Plndo for 17 vears. 
and beinir tried for the peniten- 
tiarv twice alone with M>. Moore. 
+Ht there was n 0 one who believ- 
ed that report. But there seems to 
be a few who nr 0 foro-etfnl of 
"hat we h»ve dnn» for Free- 
thoiiebt. and for their VienefU we 
will fl nv that it is a TTE. and the 
• nn who made it used to be. and 
while he was in our enrnlovc i 
member of the Episcopal church 



